
Advocating for YOUAdvocating for YOU
Heather Bell, President & CEO

I am pleased to share some recent updates and
ongoing initiatives that are pivotal to our community and
businesses.

Professional Hockey in Orange County!Professional Hockey in Orange County!
Ice Time Sports Complex in the Town of Newburgh will
be the new home to the Professional Hockey Team,
Hudson Valley Venom before the start of the season in

https://www.orangebanktrust.com/
https://youtu.be/0I930LllXn0
https://members.orangeny.com/chamber-calendar/Details/2024-women-m-e-a-n-business-annual-event-1072392?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://members.orangeny.com/chamber-calendar/Details/chambergrow-entrepreneurial-program-1125641?sourceTypeId=Website
https://www.uschamber.com/co/start/strategy/lgbtq-owned-business-resources
https://ripplematch.com/insights/companies-with-impactful-initiatives-to-support-their-lgbtq-employees-ce4be06a/
https://www.bcorporation.net/en-us/news/blog/engaging-lgbtqia-stakeholders-beyond-pride/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/planning-with-purpose-wills-trusts-knowing-what-is-right-for-you-tickets-899311423677?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JAYMDinipk1x-hQH9SWSC8MGU2Kps_ppK1hV3L3DDeiPOO7-8X5PMmIfTcCh8ZxBHdgi-K-04Ahz5TIR_1DNuuk_3KA&_hsmi=310370960&utm_content=308642246&utm_source=hs_email
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2frpU8GoGWDjtvhkQz9&c=E,1,iCYlp5p-hMjKcKSs825gd77X3kcrJF1_DDVSMTc2HFigfCGQNGNZ8X__ZF_Z8U04lvt0KcpWhNYjiAQ-lbm8-JcOwOoYFW-4-m82HC46DhrnCuCVkIPMwkz_&typo=1
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=chamber-bp&nav=913578e1-0ae4-474e-8d9a-3dc6a251384d


October. The Vipers, who recently won the APHL
League Championship, will serve as the feeder team
for the Hudson Valley Venom; playing at McCann Ice
Arena, Ice Time's sister rink. YOUR Chamber proudly
represents both as Corporate Partners!

Building Bridges with Local CollegesBuilding Bridges with Local Colleges
Recently, we hosted a productive working session with
our local colleges. Our focus was to discuss how the
Chamber can bridge the gap between businesses and
academia, particularly in the areas of internships and
graduate hiring. This collaboration aims to ensure that
our future workforce is well-prepared and that our local
businesses can tap into a pool of talented graduates.

Main Street Tax Certainty ActMain Street Tax Certainty Act
I have been advocating for the passage of the Main
Street Tax Certainty Act. Currently, I am in Washington
D.C. meeting with your congressional representatives

to push for this and address other areas of concern. Without congressional action, the
20% Small Business Deduction is set to expire20% Small Business Deduction is set to expire  at the end of 2025, which would result in a
significant tax increase for small business owners. I urge you to join me in advocating for
the permanence of this deduction by contacting your Congressional representatives.

The following did NOT Pass NYS Legislature. The following did NOT Pass NYS Legislature. Many of which YOUR Chamber advocated
on YOUR behalf!

Bottle Bill Bottle Bill A bill aimed at expanding the types of bottles eligible for redemption in New
York and increasing the five-cent deposit failed in the final days of the legislative session.
Despite backing from environmental advocates, the bill faced significant opposition due to
concerns it would financially burden consumers and businesses. Proponents argued it
would enhance recycling efforts, but Assembly Member Deborah Glick, the bill's sponsor,
declared it "dead" last Tuesday.

Single-Use Plastic Reduction Single-Use Plastic Reduction The legislation aimed to reduce the state's plastic waste by
30% over the next 12 years and included an exemption for businesses with net incomes
under $1 million. However, many small businesses found the requirements too
burdensome.

Packaging Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure Act (S.4246D/A.5322D) Packaging Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure Act (S.4246D/A.5322D) This bill sought
to limit the sale of plastic packaging and other materials while mandating source reduction
for all packaging types. Concerns about cost and enforcement were raised but remained
unaddressed in the legislation.

Consumer and Small Business Protection Act (S.795A & A.7138) Consumer and Small Business Protection Act (S.795A & A.7138) This act aimed to
significantly expand New York’s Deceptive Acts and Practices Law (GBL §349), potentially
exposing small and medium-sized businesses to frivolous lawsuits.

Clean Deliveries Act (S.2127C/A.1718C) Clean Deliveries Act (S.2127C/A.1718C) This legislation would have imposed new
construction and operational standards for “heavy distribution warehouses.”

Workers Compensation (S.9840/A.10561) Workers Compensation (S.9840/A.10561) This bill aimed to substantially increase short-
term disability benefits, which would have led to significant premium hikes for the state's
small businesses.

Support for the Woodbury Common Premium Outlet ExpansionSupport for the Woodbury Common Premium Outlet Expansion
On a positive note, we are honored to support the Woodbury Common Premium Outlet
expansion project. As a top employer in Orange County and a major tourist destination,
this expansion promises to boost our economic development and create approximately
2,000 new jobs. This project is a testament to our commitment to fostering growth and
prosperity in our community.

Thank you for your continued support and engagement. Together, we can advocate for



policies that benefit our businesses and community while opposing those that pose undue
challenges. Please stay engaged and proactive in these critical legislative matters.

Warm regards,
Heather
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RESOURCES



Workforce ProgramsWorkforce Programs

Workforce programs help strengthen the health

workforce and connect skilled health care providers to

communities in need, improving the health of people

who need it most.

We offer scholarship, loan, and loan repaymentscholarship, loan, and loan repayment

programsprograms to individuals and award grants to

organizations .

Consolidated Funding
Application Round XIV Now

Open
 Round XIV includes $445 million in core
capital grant and tax-credit funding
combined with a wide range of programs
from eight state agencies, including $100
million in grant funds from Empire State
Development (ESD), available to projects
on a continuous basis.
View more information and the 2024
Available CFA Resources here 

CFA Info Session
Tuesday, June 18, 2024 - 8:30am 
In Partnership with Sullivan County 

SMALL BUSINESS TRENDS THAT WILLSMALL BUSINESS TRENDS THAT WILL
IMACT YOUR SALES IN 2024IMACT YOUR SALES IN 2024

The Premier Awards Program for Small
Businesses 

  
10 Categories Honoring the Best Small

Businesses in America; plus one $25K Award

 LEARN MORE

Be Respectful of Individuals' Privacy andBe Respectful of Individuals' Privacy and
Preferences During Pride MonthPreferences During Pride Month

When you think of Pride Month, vibrant
celebrations and public displays of pride often
come to mind. However, it's important to recognize
that not everyone is in the same place on their
journey. Many individuals may not have “come
out” yet, may prefer to keep their orientation
private at work, or may still be exploring their
sexual identity. Additionally, some who are proudly
“out” might not want to be featured on their
company’s social media.

Given these considerations, it's crucial to prioritize
respect for employees’ privacy and preferences.
Ensure that any opportunities for staff to be
featured on social media during Pride Month are
entirely optional and handled with sensitivity.

For those employees who do choose to participate
in Pride Month activities or share their experiences
on your company’s social media, it's important to
acknowledge and compensate them for their time

https://bhw.hrsa.gov/programs?keys=&program_type=All&topic=164
https://regionalcouncils.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=183d290403bc63873463f6780&id=3e89041e8f&e=9b4528c5cc
https://www.uschamber.com/co/start/strategy/small-business-sales-trends
https://www.uschamber.com/co/co100?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20240607_CO100&utm_term=20240607_CO100&utm_content=6/7/2024


Virtual 
Register here
CFA Info Session
Tuesday, June 25, 2024 - 3:00pm
In Partnership with Westchester County 
Virtual 
Register here

LGBTQ+ businesses in theLGBTQ+ businesses in the
United States contributeUnited States contribute
an an estimatedestimated
 $1.7 trillion to America's $1.7 trillion to America's
economy, creating thousands ofeconomy, creating thousands of
new jobs each year according tonew jobs each year according to
the SBA.the SBA.

65 GRANTS, LOANS & PROGRAMS TO65 GRANTS, LOANS & PROGRAMS TO
BENEFIT YOUR BUSINESS! BENEFIT YOUR BUSINESS! When you
know where to look, help for your business is there
for the taking. CLICK HERECLICK HERE

and effort. Additionally, allowing employees to
review any posts featuring their image or words
before they are published can help prevent
miscommunications and ensure that everyone
feels comfortable and respected.

Legislation to promote job opportunities in New
York State and help job seekers secure new
employment opportunities - Learn more

The Comcast Innovation Fund
provides grants to support technology and
research “for the betterment of the
Internet.” Areas of interest for the 2024
grant year include open-source
development, general and targeted
research, and work that enhances the
growth of the Internet. Applications will be
accepted on a rolling basis until all funds
for 2024 are disbursed.

More grant & program information
can be found here.

Small Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI)Small Business Credit Initiative (SSBCI)
More than $500 million in federal funding is now available to

support the resurgence of small businesses across New

York State through the State Small Business Credit Initiative

(SSBCI), a program through the American Rescue Plan Act.

Managed by the U.S. Department of Treasury, SSBCI

provides funds to support programs for small businesses to

recover from the economic effects of COVID-19 and allow

them opportunity to succeed in the post-pandemic economy.

Visit esd.ny.gov/ssbciesd.ny.gov/ssbci for information

Veterans' Nonprofit Capital Program
$5 million available through newly created Read more

https://regionalcouncils.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=183d290403bc63873463f6780&id=7621f95109&e=9b4528c5cc
https://regionalcouncils.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=183d290403bc63873463f6780&id=1279a4d12a&e=9b4528c5cc
https://nglcc.org/report
https://www.uschamber.com/co/run/business-financing/small-business-grants-and-programs
https://regionalcouncils.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=183d290403bc63873463f6780&id=4f07e299c4&e=9b4528c5cc
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fclick.uschamber.com%2f%3fqs%3d62f720675c174bf0ada2ca0d6327101dc1380a544dadc22ec28114fbdcfa8c4bf82ecdeab58893cd8fa018673e917049b983a7955391bf1dd96468e0272c9777&c=E,1,o_g8F8BqUV41xumCz-fZWc66QJzlfZpjNaRfi_SkwPcL6uKBAEcrfsl5rLvVo6J9QkHdRj5EZMDbx8pwfwUJ45UhZ9diYK6pElsIs8lKtoHLb7BlvvU,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fclick.uschamber.com%2f%3fqs%3d62f720675c174bf00af8563dfb87b6f9205347c7d5e8a9f028cde5158823a7da8dab339b687d132eaf773400ecd52fc0d993aaca1138931fae5e0a92d7fbaf30&c=E,1,RBwswOrReHwsjZTo43b7yubJ1qXIrBUhwQBO1wWgRWZZKewUFvBteASl8QMJ94EbCTHKoYkDa0hWibejtdyfv4f1eGlSMX88Bb9srSau4Ixo3rbSYnosolCh&typo=1
https://regionalcouncils.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=183d290403bc63873463f6780&id=76f9a09f6c&e=9b4528c5cc
https://regionalcouncils.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=183d290403bc63873463f6780&id=e5fd7369d4&e=9b4528c5cc


Human Rights Campaign: theHuman Rights Campaign: the
Foundation Foundation offers a host of
support services around the world
for the LGBTQ+ community to
support health, wellness, and
inclusivity.

SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS FOR

 WOMEN IN 

NEW YORK

The Women in Apprenticeship and
Nontraditional Occupations (WANTO)
grant program (application deadline June
10) supports community-based
organizations in their efforts to recruit, train
and retain more women in Registered
Apprenticeships and nontraditional
occupations. Apply here.

Preparing For The Pregnant WorkersPreparing For The Pregnant Workers
Fairness Act: The Final Rule Takes EffectFairness Act: The Final Rule Takes Effect
June 18June 18. . READ MOREREAD MORE

Where should NYSDOT build newWhere should NYSDOT build new
truck parking facilities on I-84? Sharetruck parking facilities on I-84? Share
your input!your input!
The New York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT) is exploring the
feasibility of adding freight parking facilities
along Interstate 84along Interstate 84 in Dutchess and Orange
counties. To determine locations, NYSDOT
has developed a survey to hear what is
important to the industry and understand
the needs. While geared for drivers,
industry participation is welcome.
Responses are anonymous.
Visit Visit bit.ly/i84freightparkingbit.ly/i84freightparking to take the to take the
survey and share it by June 28, 2024. survey and share it by June 28, 2024. 

https://www.thehrcfoundation.org/
https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/business-grants-women-new-york/
https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/business-grants-women-new-york/
https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/business-grants-women-new-york/
https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/business-grants-women-new-york/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmRvbC5nb3YvYWdlbmNpZXMvd2IvZ3JhbnRzL3dhbnRvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDQzMC45NDA4Mzk1MSJ9.-vZFX00Y-E2_VX8lwZq3ry-GKbLqnin07Lxjht72OwQ%2fs%2f2990420406%2fbr%2f241594307613-l&c=E,1,rabErrIRyQ5_EQQoy5bJZv5DjW06i4AB33OmCvadro5B6uP6Setn9tY6zOHolEm1nzjMb9IzG0HVyPSU6eDQ5N8pFh07_0dJuNOL6TMRIj24rZA,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmdyYW50cy5nb3Yvc2VhcmNoLXJlc3VsdHMtZGV0YWlsLzM1MTM3NCIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDA0MzAuOTQwODM5NTEifQ.RuTg4a1yucvXza65khB0-IpsSaMzCxtxrLW-uK1-WBo%2fs%2f2990420406%2fbr%2f241594307613-l&c=E,1,PbvpeCpdiauk-ewUo9dZ0qRdPSi7Y_HsSa8bngxPIcyPXpvbmWx_hJZxIQ6GoxtGvr9YfWKg5ob_oHTiJz7jXrrBxLCxEMZShUUg-ETy&typo=1
https://conta.cc/4bgCpTU
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2fi84freightparking&c=E,1,c5XYCmXYIg65QyKiuArJ_y90HP6M0_A6eFroPLP6W4RCfEKY0722yENLTy95gmeDj6So3HYGGmxewCzJ0Uqj_0jH0W1b-1S_4cuaa0_EjFMg5mu8p_HVBg,,&typo=1


$82 million Available for New York State
Artists, Arts, and Culture Organizations -
Guidelines for First Round of FY 2025
Council on the Arts Grants Available here.

Small Business Alert: Bankruptcy Debt
Limits Soon Could Drop

DOL Expands Overtime to Millions of
Workers

Updated Guidance on Business Vehicle
Depreciation

Close-Up on Pass-Through Entity Tax
Laws 

The top 10 things I wish business
leaders understood about IT
READ READ MOREMORE

$14.7 million Announced to Strengthen
New York's Food Supply Chain
Infrastructure through Partnership with U.S.
Department of Agriculture - for more
information on program details and how to
apply visit here.  

Inclusive leadership andInclusive leadership and

why it matterswhy it matters

A team is more effective when
everybody’s knowledge, skills and
experience are utilized. Inclusive leaders
know this and build upon it to drive
company success. The question is, how
do they do it? READ MOREREAD MORE

The OCLive! Arts Festival The OCLive! Arts Festival is currently
accepting artist registration. No fee, no
selection process. Just sign up and you're
in!
Register here:
https://forms.gle/rpU8GoGWDjtvhkQz9

https://regionalcouncils.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=183d290403bc63873463f6780&id=68d402e0d7&e=9b4528c5cc
https://www.toplinecontentmarketing.com/index.cfm/ba/e131/ra/95732922G1917J9695332K29351
https://www.toplinecontentmarketing.com/index.cfm/ba/e131/ra/95710571G1917J9695332K29324
https://www.toplinecontentmarketing.com/index.cfm/ba/e131/ra/95664786G1917J9695332K29258
https://www.toplinecontentmarketing.com/index.cfm/ba/e131/ra/95710571G1917J9695332K29324
https://files.constantcontact.com/52142b4b001/9a3442e5-7f3f-45b7-9608-57b70ec5187c.pdf?rdr=true
https://regionalcouncils.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=183d290403bc63873463f6780&id=07202eabc1&e=9b4528c5cc
https://www.qualtrics.com/experience-management/employee/inclusive-leadership/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2frpU8GoGWDjtvhkQz9&c=E,1,iCYlp5p-hMjKcKSs825gd77X3kcrJF1_DDVSMTc2HFigfCGQNGNZ8X__ZF_Z8U04lvt0KcpWhNYjiAQ-lbm8-JcOwOoYFW-4-m82HC46DhrnCuCVkIPMwkz_&typo=1


Register for Events HERERegister for Events HERE

https://members.orangeny.com/chamber-calendar
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